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1969 Mustang Boss 429

__ By George Mattar
Phatography by Roy D. Query

In 1969, the NASCAR aero wars
were at full throttle. Dodge had the Charger Day-
tana, Ford fielded the Torino Talladega and the
Mercury version blasting around superspeedways
was the Cyclone Spoiler Il. After all, the manufac-
turers learned that aesrodynamics played a larger
part in getting to the finish line first than previously
thought. If a car couldn't get through the air with-
out dancing all over the racing surface, it would
not be competitive. So, it's odd that Ford chose
to put a street version of its NASCAR engine in a
Mustang. When talking aerodynamics, the word
“brick” comes to mind when describing the front
of a 1969 Mustang.

In theory, it would have been more logical to
use the Ford Torino body for the Boss 429 en-
gine, but wanting to keep its performance image,
Ford chose the Mustang. To achieve this goal,
partially completed SporisRoof Mustangs were
shipped to Kar Kraft in Brighton, Michigan. These
cars were originally destined to receive the 428
SCJ engines, but the massive 429 with its exotic,
aluminum cylinder heads would not fit into the
Mustang body. Kar Kraft employees modified the
engine compartment by hand relocating the shock
towers outward, Specifically, the upper A-arms
were moved out 0.5 inch and lowered 1.0 inch. The
lower A-arms were moved outboard to increase
camber and the front spring rates were stiffenad,
along with using Boss 429-specific spindles and
cantrol arms. This alone made the Boss 429 a
formidable handler in contrast to other big-block
Mustangs. It also cost plenty of money. Ford lost
a substantial amount of money on every Boss 429 Nl
that left Brighton.
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