BASIC BLACK

Mo bells, no whistles, just muscle

TEXET AND PHOTOGRAFHY BY JERRY HEASLET

A FRIEND OF MIME WHO KMOWS MUSTANGS REAL
WELL CALLED ME, HE 581D HE HAD THE OPPORTUMITY TO
BUY A CoBra JET COMNVERTIBLE. | FLAT TOLD HIM, “BE
EAHEFUL. THE"F ARE VERY, VERY m:.""
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1968-1970 428 COBRA
JET PRIMER

IEitacd, aCJ-R, an SCH, an SCJ-A ara
Smper Drag Pack?

There is & great deal of confusion
loday over the nomencialure used 1o
describe 1968-1970 Mustang Cobra Jel
MiSEECars,

Intradweed April 1, 1968, the CJ was a
produclion-Based Gig-block tuned 1or rue
high performance. Whal made (he Gl a
CdJ was the kol rod assordment of parts,
ingluding heads similar fo the Fard 427
Low Rizer with bipger poris, a camshahl
fram the 3908 GT engine, a cast iron
copy of the 428 Palice Intencaptor infake

meanifeld, sireamlined casl iron sxhaus
manidohds, and a T35 cim Holley fowr-bamel
carburedos,

For1968-1/2, all Cobra Jats ware coded
“RA" in the fifth digit of the VIM, and all were
rami air, faaturing an air cleaner and Flappar
assambly mounted undarneath the hood. A
small scoop sat atop tha hood fo admit cold
air ta the Holiey four barrel,

Then, in 196970, the base Cobra Jei
was coded 0", while the CJ-R, for Cobra
Jet with ram alr, was coded “R", Musiamgs
{excepl Shelbyz] with “R™ code enginas
came with 8 ghaker scoop that profruded
Ehrowgh the heod and rock “nrolbed with The
rumbling kg Block below.

The CJ-R, hen, kad ram &ir. The CJ did
mal. Thal's simgle, What's a liftle hander o
undersiand is efdher ihe “0° code Clor The
“R” code GJ-RA could be made inlo & Super
Cobra Jel (SCJ. aka SCJ-R) wilh the Drag
Pack aplion. Drag Pack Cobra Jels were
made with or wilhoul ram air.

A comman misconception is that 428
SCJs had solid lifters, which is nat true.

Analiver commen mistanceplian is that “R"
code 42085 are BGJ°5, which is also false.

The 428 3CJs were buill with drag
srip duly in mind, which is why Fard
beefed the hotlom end, and added an
enging oil cooler, but lefl the top end
alone. 5CJs came wilh hardened steal
cast cranks (regular GJs had nodular iron
cast cranks) and LeMans rods, exiernally
kalanced with a large vibration damper.
0f course, already. the CJ was siock with
a nodular cased nine-inch differantial
and 31-gpline axies.

SCJs did nol hawve 2 enigue engine code,
bl Ehey wese mandaiory with 2ilver 8 3.91:1
Traction-Lok (code V|, ora 4.30:1 Detrall
Locker (code W). Thenelare, any olher resr
axle coide on am origisal dala plale prowes
the 428 was nal & Super Gobra Jel, Alss,
onl¥ Drbn Pack Mustanos came with 3.91
or 4.30 redar gears, Drag Packs wilh the
4.30:1 Dalrail Locioer axle code W™ wene
referred 1o in Some original litgralure &5
“Saper Drag Packs,” further complicating
the nomenclatura.
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RARITY, THY NAME
IS COBRA JET
CONVERTIELE

Mineteen-zixiy-nine Cobra Jel
canverlibles are truly rare, espetially in
the Mustamgs which are nol Shelhys.

Produclion was 407 for 1969 in 1he ram
alr. Of hese, 334 were Shelby GT-5005,
leaving 73 Mustangs produted with ram
alr Cobra Jet big-blocks. There wers an
additiomal 50 noR-ram air 428 Cobra Jels,
all of which were pure Mustang. All Shelbys
came with ram air.

The ram air Mustang has a unique
maisclecar skabus for 15969 dus to fhe shaker
stoop, Mope of the Skalbys had the shaker.
These cars had more of a luxwry-cruizer
stakus aboat them.

Tokal Mustang 428 Cosra Jet comvertible
production far 1968, than, was 123, whicn
is why these cars are seldom seen. [ |
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SIGNATURE AUTO CLAS

F11 North Jemes Road @ Colbmbes « Chin 42219

v _614-235-4000 ¢+ Fax 614-2; 3-B055

—— P 25 ¢ Sat 812 & By Appoistmant

Nationally recognized for their knowiedge and expertise in figh
performance Mustangs, the team at Signature Auto Classics
specialzes m 1985 to 1973 Mustangs and Shelbys ranging
from Concowrse cars to daly drvers and projects. Mamy of owr
axceptional and "rare find” cars have appeared on covers and i
features of national publications. Dwr staff offers customer service
beyond compare whether seling cars, parts or restoration. We
by, sall, and trade and can arrange pick wp and delivery

LET US HELP YOU FIND YOUR NEXT BOSS!

color full of all the
little (and big) stuff your
project is !

call ar dewnload® WIWW.55396.com

Call us. Youl talk 10 hands-on “car guys® with

progects Jusk lios yours. 'Wa'll know what pou’ne
Il alsul, Tram the smalleat iim dip o camplsis

floor pans... Mest ewarything s in stock sad
raatly Io ship.

Check out Be WWW.S3306. com | Mgl
gallery for shots of our poject coars -\
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Dejprs of 5151 or moass. Rarsiriotioss Applp

piinsd8dcom * FAX 303.2356-1210
53 Goldan Streat, Mardan, CT 06450
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